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European Union contribution enables WFP to provide life-saving aid 

for millions in war-torn Sudan  

 

08 May 2024 

 

Port Sudan/Nairobi – The World Food Programme (WFP), with the support of the European 

Union (EU), has been able to provide emergency food assistance to nearly 6.4 million people, of 

which around 550,000 people received cash, since the conflict erupted in Sudan just over one 

year ago. This was in part made possible with a EUR €28 million contribution from the EU 

Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) in 2023. The aid agency also used this funding to help 

treat and prevent malnutrition for 260,000 children and pregnant or nursing women.  

 

“Amid escalating conflict and rising hunger, sufficient funding is critical to meet increasing 

humanitarian needs. We are extremely grateful to the European Union for their contribution, 

which helped us save lives during this crisis,” said Eddie Rowe, WFP Sudan Country Director and 

Representative.  

 

WFP has been warning that Sudan could become the world’s largest hunger crisis during the 

upcoming lean season, which starts in May and lasts through October. Currently, during the 

harvest season, a record 17.7 million people already face acute food insecurity, while almost 5 

million people are just one step away from starvation (IPC 4). The food security situation is 

expected to worsen even further in the coming months unless urgent action is taken to 

support those facing the highest levels of hunger.  

 

In 2024, the EU has mobilized an initial amount of EUR €117 million for the humanitarian 

response in Sudan, as well as an additional EUR €185 million to respond to the impact of the 

crisis in neighbouring countries. This new amount comes on top of the European Commission’s 

humanitarian funding for Sudan in 2023, which totaled EUR €128 million. As WFP works to scale 

up its operations to avert the risk of a humanitarian catastrophe, the support of partners such 

as the EU — one of our most generous partners in Sudan — remains critical to WFP’s efforts. 
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The United Nations World Food Programme - saving lives in emergencies and changing lives for millions through 

sustainable development. WFP works in more than 80 countries around the world, feeding people caught in conflict 

and disasters, and laying the foundations for a better future. 

 

Follow us on Twitter - @wfp_media or @wfp_sudan  

 

For more information please contact: 

Leni Kinzli, WFP/Sudan, leni.kinzli@wfp.org, Tel. +254 769 60 2340 


